
 

 

 
Mayor Curry Announces New MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation Teen 

Center with $5 Million Capital Campaign 
 

Jacksonville, FL, October 4, 2018 -  The MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation has raised $3.1 million, nearly 60 
percent, of its $5 million capital campaign goal for its new Teen Center that will double the number of youth 
served through the Foundation. Mayor Lenny Curry announced the public phase of the campaign during its 
annual Current Sherman Group Champions for Children Gala on Thursday evening, October 4 at the Florida Blue 
Conference Center. 
 

The purpose of the capital campaign is to raise funds to construct a new Teen Center adjacent to the current 
Youth Center in order to serve more children and better meet the needs of teens.  The Teen Center, which will 
consist of approximately 12,000 square feet, will be located in Emmett Reed Park as part of an expanded 
public/private partnership between the MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation and the City of Jacksonville.  
 

The Teen Center will include a high school lounge, game room and teaching kitchen on the first floor as well as 
expanded classroom and activity space including a multipurpose room/theater and music technology room on 
the second floor.  As part of the campaign, a portion of the current Youth Center (1096 W 6th Street) will be 
renovated to include additional classrooms for elementary-aged youth.   
 

Florida Blue provided the first $1 million to kick off the campaign. “We are honored to participate and provide 
the lead gift to support the efforts to provide more quality youth programming in Duval County,” said Pat 
Geraghty, campaign chairperson and CEO of Florida Blue. “We have partnered with MaliVai and his organization 
for many years and I am confident we will be able to continue to grow the efforts to provide additional 
resources and support to young people of Jacksonville so that they can rise to their full potential.” 
 

“MWYF serves such a basic need in our area by providing resources and mentors to young people, and the 
challenge continues to grow,” said MaliVai Washington, founder of the MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation 
and a former touring professional on the ATP World Tour. “The board of directors determined the time was right 
to launch a campaign to expand our programs and services in this area of the community.”  He also asked for the 
community’s support to reach the remaining $1.9 million needed to complete the campaign.  
 

“We are excited by the support we have received so far,” Washington stated. “We hope the community will help 
us continue the momentum we have garnered over the past six months and get us to our final goal.”  
 

More than 400 guests were on hand to learn about the campaign and to hear about the importance of this 
initiative, as well as hear about the impact past programs have had on some of the alumni. 

### 
 

About MWYF 
MWYF promotes academic achievement and uses tennis to engage students in an active and fun youth 
development program. Our flagship program, TnT (Tennis-n-Tutoring), is a comprehensive five-day-per-week 
after school program which includes tennis lessons, daily homework assistance, and life skills classes to 
Jacksonville’s most underserved youth.  The mission of the MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation is to develop 
champions in classrooms, on tennis courts and throughout communities.    
 

To learn more about how to contribute to the capital campaign, or to take a tour or learn more about MWYF’s 
programs, contact Terri Florio, Executive Director at 904-477-2535 or terri@malwashington.com. 
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